Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

iron by means of an air blast: in a furnace he
had erected for that purpose at Eddyville, Ky,,

about 1850, came to- file his claim for a patent

in 1850 he found that Henry Bessemer had filed
similar claims and been granted patents a few
days previously. Kelly had worked for years
on his scheme, which was identical in principle,

but he had not yet: made it a commercial success
and did not attempt to make steel in that man-
ner. Nevertheless, his use of the pneumatic
process first was not disputed and he was granted
an interference as against the Bessemer patent.

I can distinctly recall a visit made by this
man to Niles while I was a member of the Ward
family, being employed in the Ward'store,: about
1854.   He came there to enlist the interest of
James Ward,  then regarded as an authority
on the iron question, in behalf of his experiments,
and was a guest at the Ward table on
occasions.   How far he succeeded in his errand
may be judged by the fact that Mr. Ward
after he left that he was cra^y.

The invention of the                              or

rather its perfection and development^ is gen-
erally regarded as the longest single in the
march of progress that has brought the iron
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